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The discontinuation of the Governor’s
Health Pol icy Commission leaves
a  vo id  that  the  newly
organized Rural  Health
Association of Utah plans
to  f i l l .   A f ter  severa l
months  o f  d i s cus s ions ,
private providers, hospitals,
area  hea l th  educat ion
centers, care centers, l o c a l
h e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t s ,
community  heal th  care
centers and others have
organized to tackle common
issues together as an organized
body.

Denni s  Moser,  d i rec tor
of  the  Southwes t  Area
Health Education Center,
and the first elected president
of RHAU reports, “Utah’s
rural health care providers
wi l l  now have  a  uni f ied
voice in the unique issues
and challenges facing medical
care  and  acces s  in  rura l  and
front ier  Utah .”   Other  e lec ted
off icers  inc lude Pres ident-elect
Scot t  Truman of  Cedar  C i ty  and
Secretary Arda Morell of Bicknell.
RHAU headquarters  are in Cedar
City with the Utah Rural Development

C o u n c i l .
RHAU hopes  take  over  some o f
the  work  of  Utah’s  Hea l th  Po l i cy
Commis s ion .   The  Commis s ion ,

e l iminated  by  the  2000
Utah  Leg i s la ture ,  was  a
champion  o f  the  needs
of rural Utahns and helped
meet  the i r  hea l th  care
c h a l l e n g e s .

First efforts of the Association
i n c l u d e s u p p o r t i n gt h e
e s t a bl i sh ment of a ru ra l
k i d n e y d i a l y s i s c e n t e r
and improving the quality
a n d  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f
t e l e h e a l t h t e c h n o l o g y.

RHAU i s  supported  by
the  Utah Department  of
Health .   “Now that  Utah
is  formal ly  organized as
a  s ta te  a s soc ia t ion ,  we
will also be able to benefit
from membership in the
Nat iona l  Rura l  Hea l th
Association and be eligible

for grants for which we otherwise
would not  be able to  qual ify  for,”
sa id  Mar i lyn  Haynes-Brockopp ,
director of the Bureau of Primary
Care  and  Rura l  Hea l th  Sys tems .
Utah i s  the  20th s tate  to  organize
a  rura l  hea l th  a s soc ia t ion .
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T he  miss ion  o f  RHAU i s  to  prov ide  a  un i f ied  vo i ce  to  promote  and  enhance  the  qua l i t y
o f  rura l  hea l th  through  leadersh ip ,  advocacy,  coa l i t ion  bu i ld ing ,  educa t ion  and  to

e f fec t  po l i cy  and  leg is la t ion .
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Please  comple te  the  in format ion  and  mai l  wi th  yuour  payment  to :
D e n n i s  M o s e r,  C h a i r

Sou thern  U tah  Un ivers i t y
351  Wes t  Cen ter

Cedar  C i t y,  UT  84720
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Mark  Your  Ca lendars  For  the  Annual  Mounta in  Wes t  /  Rura l  Heal th
Assoc ia t ion  Con ference  on  November  2-3 ,  2000  in  Rich f ie ld !


